WATER AND SEWER DURING A HURRICANE

BOTH OF THE WATER PLANTS LOCATED IN HC MUD 151 (#1 & #2) FOR A NUMBER OF YEARS HAVE HAD BACK-UP NATURAL GAS GENERATORS, IN CASE ELECTRICAL POWER WAS CUT OFF DURING LOSS OF POWER DUE TO A HURRICANE, OR SOME OTHER PROBLEMS. IT AUTOMATICALLY SWITCHES FROM THE ELECTRIC POWER COMPANY TO THE NATURAL GAS GENERATORS.

HURRICANE “IKE” HAPPENED THREE YEARS AGO THIS MONTH (AUGUST 2008), AND WE ALL WERE WITHOUT ELECTRICTY AT OUR HOMES FOR ABOUT 13 – 14 DAYS. BUT BY USING NATURAL GAS TO POWER THE GENERATORS, NO ONE WAS WITHOUT WATER, SEWER, AND FIRE PROTECTION.
ABOUT 3 MONTHS PRIOR TO HURRICANE IKE, THE HC MUD 151 BOARD MADE THE DECISION TO CHANGE FROM DIESEL FUEL AT THE FOUR (4) LIFT STATIONS TO NATURAL GAS. UNDER THE OLD SYSTEM WE HAD DIESEL FUEL TANKS LOCATED AT ALL FOUR LIFT STATIONS. THERE WAS  ONLY ABOUT 30 HOURS OF DIESEL FUEL AVAILABLE ON SITE AT EACH LIFT STATION, AND THE ABILITY TO OBTAIN MORE DIESEL FUEL

DURING AN EMERGENCY IS VERY SLIM.

FOR YOUR INFORMATION ALL WASTE WATER LEAVING A RESIDENTS HOME GOES BY THE USE OF GRAVITY FLOW TO A LOW POINT IN THE AREA, AND THEN THE LIFT STATION ELEVATES THE WASTE WATER UP, AND THEN SENDS IT ON ITS WAY TO THE WASTE WATER TREATMENT PLANT LOCATED ON ATASCOCITA ROAD.

WITHOUT THE CHANGE OVER TO NATURAL GAS GENERATORS, THE DECISION WOULD HAVE HAD TO BE MADE TO TURN OFF THE WATER SUPPLY TO ALL OF THE RESIDENTS AND COMMERCIAL LOCATIONS, WITHIN THE DISTRICT. BECAUSE OF NOT BEING ABLE TO POWER THE LIFT STATIONS, THEN RAW SEWER WATER WOULD BEGIN TO BACKUP INTO RESIDENTS HOMES.

THE COST TO CHANGE FROM DIESEL TANKS TO NATURAL GAS WAS ABOUT $300,000.00 TOTAL PRICE OF WHICH

HC MUD 132 SUPPLIED ABOUT $100,000.00 FOR THIS PROJECT. 
ABOUT 6 – 10 WEEKS PRIOR TO HURRICANE IKE, THE SYSTEM WAS PUT ON LINE FOR AUTOMATIC SWITCH OVER OPERATION.

HURRUCANE IKE WAS A REAL PROBLEM, BUT IT SURE WAS NICE TO HAVE PLENTY OF WATER, SEWER, AND WATER FOR FIRE PROTECTION DURING THOSE 13 – 14 DAYS.

ALL MUD DISTRICTS IN ATASCOCITA HAVE INTERCONNECTS.
AS AN EXAMPLE, LETS SAY THAT AN AIRPLANE CRASH  TOOK OUT BOTH OF THE WATER PLANTS IN HC MUD 151, WE WOULD OPEN THE INTERCONNECTS AND RECEIVE WATER FROM HC MUD 132 AND HC MUD 109 (OAKS). THIS IS AN AGREEMENT THAT ALL DISTRICTS HAVEWITH EACH OTHER.  IF SOMETHING HAPPENED TO HC MUD 132, THEN HC MUD 151 AND HC MUD 153 (WALDEN) WOULD SUPPLY WATER TO HC MUD 132 – IT IS SHARE, SHARE AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE HC MUD BOARDS..

ALSO, WE ARE NOT TELLING ANYONE NOT TO PURCHASE BOTTLED WATER DURING THE HURRICANE SEASON.  DO SO AT YOUR OWN DISCRETION, BUT THERE SHOULD BE ADEQUATE POWER TO SUPPLY THE DISTRICT WITH WATER, SEWER AND FIRE PROTECTION (FIRE HYDRANTS)
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